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RS55 News Feeds HIGHLIGHTS

Winthrop in the News « Winthrop's program will be only one of three so far at NCAA Division | institutions.

« Winthrop is currently searching for a full-time eSports coach who will recruit prospective players and oversee the

Related Links program.

Dean's List

President’s List ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA -- Winthrop University will become only the third NCAA Division | school -
f;idﬁ::i;';tﬂ joining Marquette University and Wagner College - to have an eSports program housed within its athletics
Winthrop Poll department when a varsity eSports program launches in fall 2019.

Winthrop NSSE Results

ESports, a booming industry, describes the world of competitive video gaming.

According to Ken Halpin, vice president for intercollegiate athletics and athletics director, esports is diving
iInto mainstream sports in a big way. “The popularity of eSports is becoming more apparent, most recently

gfﬁiﬁ‘rﬁ:sﬁzu with the world's most recognizable eSports gamer appearing in a Super Bowl 53 commercial alongside
Rock Hill, SC 29733. USA 100 of the N.F.L's best players of all time. Including esports in that commercial was evidence of its
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booming popularity.”
Halpin co-teaches a History and Current Issues of College Athletics class with Winthrop President Dan
Mahony. Preparing for the course, Halpin said, helped him understand and appreciate the immeasurable

Impact that eSports is having on athletics and the economy.

"There are many benefits for adding an eSports program. There are no necessary travel costs since
competition is online; there are no restrictions from competing for prize money, at least yet; our players will
have access to some of the biggest technology companies in the world; and it will be the first truly

Inclusive varsity program on campus allowing men, women and people with disabilities to compete side
by side.” Halpin added.

Winthrop is currently searching for a full-time eSports coach who will recruit prospective players and
oversee the program. Halpin also said that space has been identified on campus for the program that will
be upfitted during the spring and summer.

The university currently has a competitive gaming club that is part of Winthrop's more than 160 clubs and
organizations.

For more information, please contact Matt Martin, associate athletic director for external operations, at
martinma@winthrop.edu or 803/323-6331.

Qs

303/ 323'221’1 Future Students Calendar A-Z Index

701 Oakland Avenue Parents & Families Campus Map Privacy Policy

Rock Hill, SC 29733
Contact Us

Visitors Employment Text Version

Alumni Safety/Emergency Web Accessibility
Faculty & Staff Give Now Web Site Feedback

ﬂ g G m Current Students

Copyright © 201g

Last Updated: 1/17/20



	Winthrop University to Launch Varsity Esports This Fall
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1580942920.pdf.ddYYj

