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The Center for Public Opinion & Policy Research
(CPOPR), formerly called the Social and Behavioral
Research Lab, is a full-service survey research and

data analysis entity that serves both public and
private organizations.

The center will start work this winter on two contracts with the state health department, one valued at
$2.38 million over five years and the other at $800,000 over four years.

‘Receiving state contracts of this size is a testimony to the impressive work conducted by the Center for
Public Opinion & Policy Research,” said President Dan Mahony. "Winthrop is proud to house this research
and analysis service to inform the public on a variety of important topics, while also providing Winthrop
students with employment and real-world polling experience.”’

Poll Director Scott Huffmon said the contracts will serve the community and the state. "Taking on these
endeavors is a continuation and expansion of our ongoing commitment to serve the people of South
Carolina,” said Huffmon, a professor in the Department of Political Science. "This kind of service is a natural
complement to the Winthrop Poll which keeps residents and lawmakers informed of the opinions of South

Carolinians’

Here are details about the surveys supported by the contracts:

"The Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Systems Survey (BRFSS): The purpose of the study is to gather
iInformation that affects the choices people make to stay healthy, the way in which the medical community
perceives and treats certain illnesses, and the access that people have to health care. lts goal is to improve
the health of the residents in each state.

Sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the survey is overseen by the S.C.
Department of Health and Environmental Control. The national survey is administered in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

The second part of the BRFSS contract is a follow up survey for those who have children living in their
home. Upon completion of the BRFSS survey, eligible respondents will be asked to complete a children's
health assessment survey (CHAS) focused on the health behaviors and outcomes of children in South

Carolina.

"The Adult Tobacco Survey (ATS). The ATS data is used by the S.C. Department of Health and
Environmental Control to measure knowledge, attitudes and behaviors related to tobacco use for South
Carolinians aged 18 and over. It is used to evaluate the comprehensive state tobacco control program for
adult use and exposure and to provide data for comparison with other states.

About the Center for Public Opinion & Policy Research

In addition to its recent name change, Winthrop's polling lab has expanded from 25 to 54 calling stations
since the fall 2018 semester. Callers, many of whom are Winthrop students, undergo rigorous
methodological reviews and specialized training in interviewing sensitive populations.

Winthrop's lab was founded by Huffmon in the spring of 2002 and is a research arm of the Department of

Political Science. Ilts mission is threefold: research, service and teaching.

For more information, contact Judy Longshaw, news and media services managetr, at
longshawj@winthrop.edu or at 803/323-2404.
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